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Individual Responsibility 
Excerpts from recent speeches by Governor Bill Clinton 
I can tell you, based on my long experience in public life, there will never be a government 
program for every problem. Much of what holds us together and moves us ahead is the daily 
assumption of personal responsibility by millions of Americans from all walks of life. I can 
promise to do a hundred different things for ,you as President. But none of them will make any 
difference unless we all do more as citizens. And, today, I want to talk about the 
responsibilities we owe to ourselves, to one another, and to our nation. 
We need a New Covenant that will challenge all our citizens to be responsible. The New 
Covenant will say to our corporate leaders at the top of the ladder: We'll promote economic 
growth and the free market, but we're not going to help you diminish the middle class and 
weaken the economy. We'll support your efforts to increase profits and jobs through quality 
products and services, but we're going to hold you responsible to be good corporate citizens, 
too. 
The New Covenant will say to people on welfare: We're going to provide the training and 
education and health care you need, but if you can work, you've got to go to work, because you 
can no longer stay on welfare forever. 
The New Covenant will say to the hard-working middle class and those who aspire to it: 
We're going to guarantee you access to a college education, but if you get that help, you've got 
to give something back to your country. 
And the New Covenant will challenge all of us in public service: We have a solemn 
responsibility to honor the values and promote the interests of the people who elected us, and 
if we don't, we don't belong in government anymore. 
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